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Joint ASMEWashington, DC and
Baltimore Sections Event

Intellectual Property:
What Engineers and Engineering Manag-
ers need to know to protect their interests

Thursday, January 17th

About the Program: In this day and age, it is crucial that
engineers and engineering managers have a general under-
standing of intellectual property law to properly protect their
business. On the evening of January 17th, 2008, the Balti-
more section of ASME will host a presentation by Royal W.
Craig, Esq. and Jonathan M. Holda, Esq. of the Intellectual
Property Practice Group of Ober|Kaler, a law firm with offic-
es in Maryland, Virginia and Washington, D.C. Their presen-
tation will examine fundamental issues of intellectual proper-
ty law and intellectual property protection as they relate to
engineering. Topics include Trademarks, Copyrights, Trade
Secrets, and Patents. For more information on the event,
please see the Baltimore Section Website
<http://sections.asme.org/baltimore/> and the January News-
letter.
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

The November 15th Tour of Metris USA Inc., was
most fascinating. ASME members were treated to live
demonstrations of some of the non-contact metrology
innovations of Metris, including the highly automated
Metris Laser Radar and the Large-volume Tracking
Metris IGPS. There was also an enlivening discussion
of various applications of Metris products and Metris
global operations… And the pizza was excellent and
plentiful. Be sure to always check the newsletter for
announcements of upcoming meetings.

Area FIRST Robotics Teams Need You!
FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and
Technology) teams in the Metropolitan Washington DC
area are active and growing. In the District of Colum-
bia alone, the number of high school teams has
increased from just one a few years back, to six (B.
Banneker Academic HS; T. Roosevelt Senior HS; F.
Cardozo Senior HS; Mckinley Technology HS; Ballou
Senior HS; Georgetown Day & Walt Whitman HS) in
the competitions held early this year. There is a great
need by FIRST teams in our area for mentors (yes,
you), and I recommend to you, this very satisfying and
rewarding volunteer opportunities in our K-12 educa-
tion system.

E-week 2008 and DC Metro Area Science &
Engineering Fairs
Family Day, Engineers Week 2008 is around the cor-
ner: Saturday, February 16, 2008 at the National Build-
ing Museum in Washington, DC, and we do not intend
to miss the fun! Always a great event for families,
youth groups, and visitors of various ages to meet engi-
neers and learn about engineering and how engineering
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ideas are realized, the DC section has reserved
space, this time, for an expanded display. We wel-
come your finished ideas or demonstrations that
can engage, thrill, and or provide hands-on experi-
ences for 6-13 year olds or older. We especially
seek industry and other sponsors who can provide
give-away material for visitors to our display -
items such as pens, key chains, fancy and infor-
mative brochures, try-at-home ideas/packages, etc.
If you or your organization can assist us, please
contact Tom Beutner (see Committees List, Octo-
ber newsletter) or any member of the executive
committee.

ASME Washington DC Section would also sup-
port, again, five regional science and engineering
fairs in the Metropolitan Washington DC Area
through provision of judges and special awards of
prices and certificates. This is yet another great
opportunity for you to contribute and participate
in the local K-12 education community, and for
area students to interact with practicing engineers.
Members who would like to serve as special
awards judges may contact the K-12 and College
Relations committee lead, Rattan Tawney, the
alternate lead, Mohsen Mosleh, or any member of
the board. As before, we welcome corporate sup-
port for the awards and other recognition of the
winning students. We commend and thank Metris
USA, Inc. for stepping forward once more; and
welcome and thank a new corporate sponsor:
Vine Law Firm LLC. Bravo!

ASMEWashington DC Section Student Schol-
arship Fund
The executive committee has approved the estab-
lishment of the ASME Washington DC Section
Student Scholarship Fund, and the generous seed-
ing of the Fund with about $2,000 from the sec-
tion reserves. This new endowment will serve to
award financial scholarships exclusively to colle-
giate engineering students and pre-college stu-
dents interested in a career in science and engi-
neering. The initial goal is to grow the fund first
to $10,000, and then begin annual disbursements
of 5% of the principal towards these scholarships,
while continuing to grow the fund. The ultimate
goal is to grow the fund to the level necessary to
cover all the scholarships from fund earnings only.
With the cost of college tuition increasing each

year by double-digit percentages, it is increasingly difficult for
today’s students to fund their education. Rigorous engineering pro-
grams require up to five years to complete, and thrust new graduates
into five and six figure debts before they start their first job! The
ASME Washington DC Section is determined to do whatever it can
to help offset the financial burden on students. Every little bit helps,
and we hope that over time, this endowment will reach such a level
that we can truly make a difference in dozens of people’s lives.
Please help us aid tomorrow’s engineers, and help these budding
young innovators realize their dreams!

Please consider a contribution to the ASME Washington DC Section
Student Scholarship Fund. Every dollar counts and is greatly appre-
ciated. Our newsletters will be featuring a call for donations with
relevant instructions for doing so.

Cheers,

Iheanyi Eronini
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Report and pictures from very successful Site View

On November 15, 2007 ASME Washington DC Section has visited Metris USA Inc. which designs, develops
and markets a unique range of 3D hardware and software inspection systems servicing design and manufactur-
ing industries. The company’s reliable and innovative metrology solutions cover the full range of measurement
volumes required by automotive and aerospace customers, in both fixed and portable configurations, and with
optical and touch sensors.

A group of seven ASME members had taken a tour of Metris’ Newington facilities experienced a live demon-
stration of Metris Laser Radar and Metris iGPS products capabilities.

The Metris Laser Radar provides a fully automated, non-contact measurement and inspection capability for
large-volume applications of up to 60 meters and Metris iGPS. The Metris iGPS is a modular, large volume
tracking system enabling factory-wide localization of multiple objects with metrology accuracy, applicable in
manufacturing.

The program has continued with a presentation of the Metris USA, Inc products applications followed by ques-
tions and discussions over the presentation.

Finally, the tour has finished with a snack bar social event where Metris USA, Inc. has donated a check of $ 500
dollars as sponsorship of the ASME Washington Science Fair Awards, 2008
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DONATE TO ASMEWASHINGTON DC SECTION STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Please make checks payable to: ASME DC Scholarship Fund

Mail checks to: Boris Ciorneiu
ASME DC Section Treasurer
20069 Great Falls Forrest Drive
Great Falls, Virginia 22066

Please detach and include with your donation


