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First Recipient of Dr. Gurmukh Mehta’s
Faculty Chair

at Indian Institute of Technology Appointed

01 August 2007

ASME Fellow Dr. Gurmukh Mehta
established a faculty chair and a
Mechanical Engineering M.Tech.
Medal (M-cubed award) at the Indi-
an Institute of Technology Kanpur
(IIT/Kanpur) in India. The Board
of Governors of IIT/Kanpur recent-
ly appointed Professor Gautam
Biswas as the first recipient of this
chair. The department also awarded its first M-cubed award
to its best master’s student, Senthil Kumar.

Professor Biswas showed his appreciation to Dr. Mehta in a
note, saying, “Your approach to encourage science is precise-
ly the approach that many national funding and philanthropic
organizations, as well as the National Academy of Sciences,
have been promoting. The impact and legacy such an
approach can leave through the faculty, the students, and the
institute is enormous.”

This is not Dr. Mehta’s first foray into making a difference in
higher education. He is chair of the Advisory Board of
Mechanical Engineering at Howard University and serves as
liaison between the department and the profession in all
aspects, including academic curriculum, learning environ-
ment and faculty research. “I’ve always been interested in
nurturing learning and propagating the cause of excellence in
education in general,” Dr. Mehta said. “That’s precisely what
pulled me to this country over 35 years ago - excellence in
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higher education. It gives me a great joy and satisfaction to
pay back to the society in some small way and to thank all
the great teachers that I had during my student life.”

More about Dr. Mehta

Dr. Mehta is a senior scientist and vice president with Sci-
ence Applications International Corporation’s Technology
and Advanced Systems Business Unit. He has been with
SAIC for 27 years and is a key member of SAIC’s longest
continuous contract with the U.S. Navy in the design, test-
ing, deployment, and simulation of Tomahawk Cruise Mis-
siles. He earned his bachelor’s of science with honors in
mechanical engineering from Guru Nanak Engineering Col-
lege, Ludhiana, Punjab (1967); a master’s of science with
honors in mechanical engineering from IIT Kanpur (1969);
and a Ph.D. in engineering from Brown University (1974).

A Fellow of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers
(ASME), Dr. Mehta is executive advisor and past chairman
of ASME’s Washington, D.C., section. At SAIC, he has
volunteered and coordinated many teams of SAIC judges at
the annual high school science and technology fairs for the
past six years in the Washington DC area. He also served
as vice president for PTSA at Thomas Jefferson high school
of science and technology.

In his free time, he enjoys playing tennis and is an active
member of an international philosophical society called
Science of the Soul.

Related Information
http://www.iitk.ac.in/dofa/chairprofessors.htm/
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